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he East Peak sits between Sheffield, Barnsley and Huddersfield,
covering North Sheffield, Penistone and surrounding villages, Kirkburton
and Denby Dale.
Although the area is now largely
rural, it was historically associated
with a diverse range of industries
and still retains a rich heritage of
buildings, monuments, below-ground
archaeology and landscapes formed
by industrial processes - including
coal and mineral extraction, iron and
steel production, glass and textiles.
This project was developed as
a partnership between English
Heritage and the East Peak
Innovation Partnership in order to
provide a comprehensive programme
of support and development for
industrial heritage across the region,
through work with local communities
and volunteer groups, and targeted
work on heritage sites at risk.
The programme started in December
2010 and finished in November
2013. One of the biggest successes
has been the small grants scheme,
which has funded 24 community
projects and has supported

volunteers undertaking a wide range
of activities to research, celebrate
and protect industrial heritage in their
local areas.
One of the most important aspects
of the programme has been its
ability to work in collaboration with
regional and national organisations,
to provide training and support for
local community groups, and to
develop successful partnerships with
local authorities, parish councils,
community groups and local
volunteers. The programme has also
organised events and networking
opportunities and has promoted the
region’s industrial heritage to an ever
wider audience.
This document is intended to provide
a brief summary of some of those
activities, to showcase some of the
inspiring work that has been enabled
by the programme and to thank the
many groups and volunteers who
have been essential in its success.
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Hoylandswaine
Industrial
Heritage Trail
Leaflet

T

A

At one time there would have been many small hand forges in
villages across the East Peak for making nails, files, gimlets and
other metal tools and objects. However, these trades declined
during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries and the
Hoylandswaine Nail Forge on Mustard Hill (on the edge of the
village) is now the only known example in the region to survive
with its hearth, bellows and chimney still intact. It belongs to the
South Yorkshire Industrial History Society.

In July 2011 the programme funded a condition survey of the
weir and water management system at Wortley Top Forge; an
impressive seventeenth century water-powered heavy iron forge
on the River Don. The survey was needed to assess the physical
condition of the weir and to consider the logistics of urgent
de-silting works to the head goit and small dam that provide
water to the Top Forge water-wheels.

he first small grants project funded by the Industrial
Heritage Support Programme was a new industrial
heritage trail around the village of Hoylandswaine, near
Silkstone, centred around the Hoylandswaine Nail Forge and
other former industrial sites in and around the village.

The trail was researched and written by the Hoylandswaine
History Group in collaboration with the South Yorkshire
Industrial History Society and the trail leaflet was designed by
Stuart Gibbins. It was completed in time for the annual Heritage
Open Days in September 2011 and copies were handed out
to local residents and visitors to the Nail Forge. Copies were
also distributed to the local pubs, libraries and local museums,
including Wortley Top Forge and the Bramah Gallery in Silkstone.

s well as supporting community-based projects, the
programme has also supported work on a number of
key industrial heritage sites within the region that are
currently on the English Heritage ‘Heritage at Risk’ register
(www.english-heritage.org.uk/caring/heritage-at-risk).

The project was managed by Groundwork Dearne Valley, working
in partnership with site owners and local stakeholders including
the South Yorkshire Trades Historical Trust who manage Wortley
Top Forge. The survey included an inspection by conservation
engineer Brian Jones, who worked with a team of divers to
inspect the submerged sections of the structure, and two public
consultation events at Wortley Top Forge.

Wortley Top Forge
Weir Survey
and Crank Shaft
Mounting

T

A digital copy of the leaflet (in two parts) is available from our
website (www.industrial-heritage.epip.org.uk/news-and-events/
downloads.php)

The results of the survey were put together into a report.On the
basis of this report Groundwork Dearne Valley and the South
Yorkshire Trades Historical Trust have designed a scheme of
works to conserve the weir and to de-silt part of the goit and
small dam. This work is due to be carried out in 2013/14.

he small grants scheme also
funded a new mount and
interpretation board for the River
Don Vickers armour plate mill
crankshaft at Wortley Top Forge.
The crankshaft is an important
part of the story of steel making
in the region.

Funding - £1370

Funding - £3285

Funding - £1651

The Last Days of Nail Making in Hoylandswaine

H

oylandswaine was at the centre of the South Yorkshire nail-making industry in the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries. The nails were made from iron rods brought from the nearby slitting
mills at Wortley and it is said that it only took twelve
‘taps’ from the craftsman’s hammer to make each
nail (see also the Industrial Folk Songs Project).

Main Picture: Interpretation Board
and Crankshaft Mount.
Inset: Crankshaft prior to restoration
and the interior of the forge.

The Hoylandswaine Nail Forge on Mustard Hill
latterly belonged to Alf Chappell, the last
full-time nail maker in the village. During World
War 2 Alf’s son Fred relit the fires to make a special
consignment of nails for the David Brown foundry in
Penistone, as their usual supply from Sweden had
been disrupted.
The building has been restored by the South
Yorkshire Industrial History Society and is now open
annually for Heritage Open Days (and at other times by appointment).

Hall Lane Nail Forge 1901

For more information about Heritage Open Days please visit www.heritageopendays.org.uk
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Skelmanthorpe
Textile Heritage
Unit
DVD and
Volunteer Pack

I

In June 2011, the Industrial Heritage Support Programme funded
a series of oral history recordings at the Skelmanthorpe Textile
Heritage Centre, with owner and local historian Leslie Robinson
and museum guide Stanley Sheead. The Heritage Centre is based in
a former hand-loom weaver’s cottage in the middle of Skelmanthorpe,
where hand-loom weaving remained an important industry until the
early twentieth century.
The aim of the project was to record Leslie and Stanley’s stories and
in-depth knowledge about the museum collection (including operating
the centre’s working hand-loom, thought to now be the only one left in
the village) and the local textile industry.
The recordings were arranged by Denby Dale Parish Council and
were undertaken by local film maker Tim Dyson.
Clips from the recordings can be viewed online through the
Denby Dale and Kirkburton Parish Archives website,
www.denbydalekirkburtonarchives.co.uk/skelmanthorpe.
Following the initial project, the support programme awarded funding
to Heritage Denby Dale (a working group from Denby Dale Parish
Council) to create volunteer packs for the newly formed ‘Friends of
Skelmanthorpe Textile Heritage Centre’ group. The friends group
help to support the museum, including taking visitors round on open
days and explaining the fascinating history behind the cottage and
Skelmanthorpe’s important textile heritage.
For more information about the Friend’s group, and to find out when
the museum is open please visit
www.friendsofskelmanthorpetextileheritagecentre.btck.co.uk

By Royal Appointment

D

uring the 18th and 19th
centuries Skelmanthorpe
was at the forefront of
developments in weaving
technology. It is thought
that the Witch Dobby, which
allowed hand-loom weavers
to produce geometric
patterns for the first time, was
invented here although it was
quickly replaced by the more
complicated Jacquard Looms
in the early 19th century.

Skelmanthorpe became
renowned for its ‘fancy goods’
including luxury silk and
w
cashmere shawls. Queen
Victoria was one of their most
famous customers.
4

Funding - £1906.00

D

uring the summer term of 2011, the programme funded
a project with Denby First School to encourage pupils to
explore the industrial heritage of their local area. The project
focused on Bank Lane, an atmospheric former packhorse route that
runs between Upper Denby and Denby Dale. Local historian, John
Hislop, organised a range of activities to encourage the children to
think about how the lane was used in the past; for transporting goods
in and out of the village, as a commuter route for the many local
people who worked in the mills at Denby Dale and, in more recent
times, as a popular walking trail.

Bank Lane
Archaeology
Project

The children worked with community archaeologist, Dave Weldrake, to
investigate how the lane was built. They also worked with story teller,
Hugh Lupton, to explore stories of the industrialisation of the area as
the new packhorse routes were developed and the local landscapes
began to change during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The
children were taken on guided tours around around the village and
drew some of the historic buildings, as well as producing drawings of
local miners and pack horses.
The project culminated in a public storytelling event and exhibition of
the children’s work at Denby Parish Church. A colourful new heritage
board, including a map of the village based on the children’s drawings,
was also unveiled at Denby First School on the 4th of May 2012.
Funding - £2730

B

ank Lane is part of a network of early
transport routes that stretch across
the East Peak. Packhorse routes were
particularly important for the development
of early industry as they were used to
transport goods and raw materials before
the development of turnpike roads, canals
and railways.
Bank Lane was established before the
Denby Enclosure Act of 1802 and remained
in use throughout the industrial period.

5

Industrial
Treescapes

A

lthough historic woodlands often feel like natural
wildernesses, in the past they were often actively managed
landscapes with specific types of trees being cultivated and
cropped for industrial purposes.

Different woods were used for different
purposes. Birch was used widely
in the textile industry for making
bobbins, reels and spools, and in
the steel industry for refining molten
steel. Oak was harvested to make pit
props and oak bark was used in the
tanning industry. Oak coppices were
also cultivated for making charcoal, an
essential fuel for iron-making before
the nineteenth century. All of the East
Peak’s iron working sites (including
Cawthorne Woods and Rockley
Furnace) would have had charcoal
producing sites close by.

In July 2011, the programme funded a fascinating ‘Industrial
Treescapes’ Project with the aim of increasing local awareness of the
importance of former industrial woodlands in the East Peak area. The
project was designed by the South Yorkshire Biodiversity Research
Group, who worked with local volunteers to help them explore and map
some of the region’s industrial treescapes. They ran training workshops
for local groups over a period of six months (between September
2011 and March 2012) including visits to a number of woodland sites
around Silkstone and Stocksbridge. The workshops were delivered by
Professors Melvyn Jones and Ian Rotherham, who have both done
extensive research on woodland history and worked trees.
The project discovered that a surprising number of woodlands in the
area were formerly ‘working’ woodlands, providing timber, charcoal,
bark, brash, potash and a whole range of other products needed by local
industries. The volunteers recorded a number of previously unknown
features, including possible charcoal platforms and historic coppices,
which will add to our knowledge of these important industrial landscapes.
Funding – £2500

Working trees for use in industry has
been carried out until relatively recently.
For instance, coppicing beech for use
in the steel industry continued in the
East Peak area until the 1960s.

F

ollowing on from the first successful Industrial Treescapes project, the programme funded a follow-up
project in Autumn 2012 called ‘Peeling Back the Layers’. This extended the project into the northern
part of the East Peak, working with volunteers in the Birdsedge area as well as delivering follow-up
support for groups in the Wharncliffe area.The project explored a number of historic woodlands in Denby
Dale parish where volunteers uncovered the remains of a possible textile working site, as well as a number
of worked trees, pits and other earthwork features.
The project also delivered survey training for volunteers, and further
practical workshops on uncovering the industrial history of woodlands
through documentary and archive research. The workshops were delivered
by Professors Melvyn Jones and Ian Rotherham, and the survey training
was delivered in collaboration with professional archaeologists Dr Paul
Ardron, Richard Jackson and Mike McCoy.
The work carried out by the two Industrial Treescapes projects has
highlighted the volume of industrial woodlands in the East Peak area, and
the potential wealth of information that can be gleaned from these fascinating, but often unrecognised,
industrial landscapes. Reports from both projects have been deposited with the South Yorkshire
Archaeology Service.
The project has produced a free resource pack that can be used by other groups who want to find out
more about the historic woodlands in their local areas, as well as a leaflet to raise awareness of industrial
treescapes. These can be downloaded from our website.
The project has also produced a new Industrial Treescapes website, www.industrialtreescapes.co.uk.
For more information about the South Yorkshire Biodiversity Research Group please visit www.ukeconet.org.
Funding - £5200
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Industrial
Heritage
and Climate
Change
Conference

I

n October 2011, the programme organised a one-day
conference, in collaboration with the Peak District National Park
Authority, to look at the impact of extreme weather on industrial
heritage sites, and to explore sustainable solutions to some of
these issues, including renewable energy, re-use of former water
powered sites, adaptive responses and sustainable tourism. The
event was co-funded by the Peak District National Park Authority
through their Sustainable Development Fund.

The event was held at Grenoside Community Centre in North
Sheffield and included presentations from both local and national
groups - including representatives from the Council for British
Archaeology, the Alternative Technology Centre, Sheffield Hallam
University and Welcome to Yorkshire. The day was well attended
and there was some interesting and lively debate. The Grenoside
Local History group provided a fascinating display about industrial
heritage in the Grenoside area and there were a number of other
stalls and displays by other local groups.

I

n October 2011, the programme hosted an ‘industrial
songs session’ as part of the first Soundpost singing
weekend traditional music festival. This was run in
collaboration with members of the Yorkshire Garland, a
voluntary organisation that collects and promotes Yorkshire folk
songs and traditions, and other local singers. The aim was to
explore a different aspect of industrial heritage in the East Peak
and to bring this to a new audience.

Industrial
Songs
Sessions

Afterwards there was also an opportunity for delegates to take part
in a guided tour of some of Grenoside’s industrial heritage, including
some of the village’s important industrial woodland and early steel
making sites, with local historian Professor Melvyn Jones (for more
information about Grenoside see the interpretation board project).
Industrial songs are songs about the working lives and
experiences of people involved in industry, or associated with
industrial communities. In the UK these songs developed from
the eighteenth century onwards and were often written at times
of political unrest, or to commemorate particular events including
strikes, lock-outs and disasters.
Some parts of the UK are well known for their industrial folk
traditions. For instance, the North East has a strong tradition of
mining songs. In comparison, the East Peak is much less well
known, however there are a number of historical industrial songs
from the region that highlight working conditions for some of
its communities at different periods. The session provided an
opportunity to sing and discuss some of this material and also to
hear industrial songs from other parts of the country.
Following the success of the first event (which was attended
by over 30 people), another session was held as part of the
second Soundpost singing weekend in March 2013. This session
showcased a number of the new industrial songs produced by
the East Peak Industrial Folk Traditions Schools Project.
Huskar Pit Memorial, Silkstone
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Patience Kershaw

T

he Testimony of Patience
Kershaw (written by
Frank Higgins in 1972) has
an interesting connection with
the East Peak. The words
are based on the testimony
given by a young girl miner to
the Government Commission
of Enquiry into Child Labour
in 1842. Patience worked
in a coal mine in the North
East, but the enquiry she
was giving evidence to was
commissioned after the
terrible disaster in 1838
at the Huskar Pit, near
Silkstone Common, when
26 children were drowned
in the mine during a flash
flood. The enquiry resulted in
a new law being passed that
stopped women and girls and
boys under 10 from being
employed underground.
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Silkstone
Waggonway
Survey and
Report Launch

B

etween September 2011 and March 2012, the Industrial
Heritage Support Programme funded an archaeological
survey of the Silkstone Waggonway, in collaboration
with the Roggins Local History Group. The Roggins Local
History group, based in Silkstone, have spent many years
researching and promoting the waggonway. This has
included the creation of the waggonway heritage trail and
the installation of interpretation boards along the route. The
aim of the archaeological survey was to help the group to
systematically record all of the remaining features associated
with the waggonway, in order to help them to monitor its
condition and to help with future management. The project
also provided training for local volunteers so that the survey
results can continue to be updated as new features are
discovered.

Waggonways, or horse-drawn railways, were developed
in Britain from the early seventeenth century onwards for
transporting bulky minerals, like coal, using waggons pulled
along fixed rails. From the eighteenth century onwards,
waggonways were often associated with the development
of the canal network and many were built to transport coal
from local collieries to the new canal basins. The Silkstone
Waggonway was built by the Barnsley Canal Company to
serve their new canal basin at Barnby, Cawthorne. The first
section, from Barnby to Silkstone, opened in 1809, with an
extension to Silkstone Common opening in 1830. A number of
private branch lines were also built by local colliery owners.
The survey was carried out by ArcHeritage, working with a
team of committed local volunteers. In total the team recorded
951 features, including large numbers of sleeper stones
(for which a typology was created), bridges, tally houses,

embankments, inclined planes,
mills, furnaces, coal extraction
pits, lime kilns and other
industrial sites associated with
the waggonway.
The survey also used GroundPenetrating-Radar (GPR) to map
buried sleeper stones in three
target areas along the route.
The GPR survey was carried out
by GSB Prospection Limited
and proved very successful,
giving clear evidence that
more stones survive below
the ground than are currently
visible.
The results of the survey were
presented at a free public
event at the Pot House Hamlet
in Silkstone on May 2nd 2012,
which was very well attended.
A full paper copy of the survey
report is now available to read at
the Bramah Gallery in Silkstone
Church. A copy of the report has
also been deposited with the
South Yorkshire Archaeology
Service and is available to view
in the South Yorkshire Sites and
Monuments Record.

B

efore the construction of the waggonway, coal and iron
stone from local mines would have been transported by
pack horse or by horse and cart. There was an established
network of packhorse routes in the area as well as later
turnpike roads created in the 18th century (for more
information on pack horse routes see the Bank Lane project).

Unlike some of the earlier horse drawn railways, the
Silkstone Waggonway did not just transport minerals.
Documentary evidence from the Silkstone ‘Tommy Shop’
records show that the waggonway also transported a range
of other goods from the canal to the shop in Silkstone.

10

One of the last remaining colliery spoil heaps on
the waggonway, known locally as “Pop Pits”.

For more information about the Silkstone Waggonway please
visit the Roggins Local History Group website www.priorycampus.co.uk/rlhg/roggins.php
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Rockley
Furnace and
Engine House
Surveys and
Report Launch

B

etween September 2011 and March 2012, the Industrial
Heritage Support Programme funded an archaeological
survey and condition survey of Rockley Furnace and
Engine House; a nationally important industrial site in woodland
off Rockley Lane, near to Birdwell. The site is owned by the South
Yorkshire Industrial History Society and the project was carried
out in collaboration with volunteers from the society and other
local interest groups. The aim of the project was to support the
Society in conserving the site, to assess the current condition of
the monuments and associated earthworks, and to develop new
interpretation materials.
The project included a condition survey of the standing
structures by conservation architects Wiles and Maguire. A
cherry picker was used to reach the top of the engine house,
which also provided an opportunity to carefully remove a number
of small saplings that were causing damage to the upper part of
the structure.
An archaeological earthwork survey was carried out by
ArcHeritage working with local volunteers. They used digital
scanning technology to produce an accurate record of the
earthworks across the site, including the remains of an early
water system and the track bed of the Pilley Hills Colliery
tramway, built across the site
in the 1830s, neither of which
had been recorded before.
The scanning also produced
some fantastic images of
the buildings, including a
section through the furnace
itself, which would not have
been possible using standard
photography.

T

he area around Rockley was associated with
metal production from the medieval period
onwards. A large medieval, water-powered
bloomery site known as Rockley Smithies was
found close to the current site (now underneath
the M1) and was excavated in the 1960s.
The surviving furnace at Rockley was built
c.1704 by Lewis Westcombe, after his marriage
to Catherine Rockley. It was redeveloped in the
1720s by Sheffield iron makers William Cotton
and Samuel Shore, who built the charging ramp
next to the furnace (to make loading easier)
and improved the water supply to the site. The
furnace was converted to coke in the 1790s, but
fell out of use after 1799.

Rockley engine house was built in 1813 by
Darwin and Co. (of Elsecar Ironworks) who
were mining iron stone at the site. It housed a
large Newcomen-type steam engine, used for
pumping water out of the mine. The engine was
moved to Chapeltown in 1827 after the company
was declared bankrupt.
The site was purchased by the Sheffield Trades
Historical Society in 1957 and the furnace was
excavated by David Crossley between 1978 and
1982. A scheme of restoration work was also
undertaken in the 1980s. Since the completion of
the survey, the scan data has been used to create
3D reconstructions of the furnace and engine
house (see digital interpretation section, pg 28).

The project was also supported
by the Rockley Rotary Club,
who helped to clear brambles
and undergrowth from around
the monuments before the
survey work was carried out.

12

The results of the survey were
presented at a free public event
at Wentworth Castle on May
17th 2012. A copy of the report
has been deposited with the
South Yorkshire Archaeology
Service and is available to view
in the South Yorkshire Sites and
Monuments Record.
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Denby Dale
and Kirkburton
Textile Audit

I

n October 2011, the Industrial Heritage Support Programme
commissioned an audit of textile heritage sites in the parishes of
Kirkburton and Denby Dale.

The audit was carried out by Industrial Archaeology consultants Helen
Gomersall and Andy Guy. The final report was completed in January
2012 and listed 41 former textile sites in the region, the majority of
these being former textile mills along with one former dye works.
The audit found that, although some of the sites have been
demolished, a large number still survive with many still in use as
commercial buildings or converted to residential use.

I

n September 2011, the programme awarded funding to the
Memories of Kirkburton project. The aim of the project was
to research the industrial stories of Kirkburton village and
to raise awareness of the village and its history. The project was
managed by project development worker, Raychel Perks, from
the Denby Dale Centre and was based at the Hub in Kirkburton.

Memories of
Kirkburton

The project included contributions from local business and
community groups and research by local volunteers. An oral
history training day was also held for project volunteers and was
delivered by Michelle Wilmslow from the Oral History Society.

The survey also identified a number of additional sites of interest,
including a memorial stone in Kirkheaton Church commemorating the
deaths in 1818 of 17 young girls who were locked in on the night shift
at Atkinson’s Mill, Colne Bridge, when the mill caught fire.

The project culminated in a public exhibition at the Hub in
Kirkburton in August 2012, as part of the village’s Jubilee
celebrations. A booklet and a DVD slideshow were also produced.
Total funding for project - £2448

D

uring the eighteenth century
Kirkburton began to change
from a small rural hamlet to a
growing industrial centre, with coal
mining, woollen textiles making
and edge tool manufacture all
becoming increasingly important
to the local economy. During the
nineteenth century the coal and
textile industries developed together,
with local pits providing coal for
the steam engines that powered the
village’s spinning and weaving mills.
By 1880 there were eight textile mills
in the village.
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Denby Dale
Textile Archives
Digitisation
Project

I

n November 2011, the programme awarded a small grant
to Denby Dale Parish Council to help them to digitise a rare
collection of historical documents collected by local historian,
Leslie Robinson, from two of the most
important former textile mills in the parish;
Nortonthorpe Mill (in Scissett) and Kenyon
Mill (in Denby Dale). The records include
wage books from the nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries, order books
and cloth samples, lease agreements,
apprenticeship agreements, business
cards and sales ledgers.
The digitised records were uploaded to the new Kirkburton and Denby
Dale Archive website (funded through a separate LEADER grant). A
series of clips from the Skelmanthorpe Textile museum DVD were also
uploaded to the website along with extracts from four books about the
area’s textile heritage by Lesley Robinson that have recently been
published by Denby Dale Parish Council.
In 2012, the programme gave a second small grant to the parish
council for the digitisation of another collection of Lesley Robinson’s
historic photographs of industrial heritage sites in the Denby Dale
area, including the Clayton West branch line (a former colliery railway)
and the Spring Grove textile mills. In total 253 photographs were
digitised and uploaded to the Denby Dale and Kirkburton Archive
website. The project also involved many hours of work by volunteers
from Heritage Denby Dale to select, catalogue and
label the records in preparation for the digitisation.

I

n Spring 2012, the Industrial Heritage Support Programme funded
an archaeological desk-based assessment and walk-over survey
at the site of Farnley Mill; an early textile mill close to Farnley
Tyas in the northern part of the East Peak area. The project was
run in collaboration with Farnley Estates who own the site and are
considering a scheme of conservation and interpretation to protect the
standing remains and make the site more accessible to visitors.

Farnley Mill
Survey

The survey was carried out by ArcHeritage, who worked with
volunteers from the Huddersfield and District Archaeological Society
and the Kirklees Young Archaeologists group to explore and map
the visible remains of the mill complex, which includes a number of
buildings (now ruined), three mill ponds and the remains of a small
gas plant. A copy of the report has been deposited with the West
Yorkshire Archaeology Advisory Service and is available to view in the
West Yorkshire Historic Environment Record.
Funding - £4854

The digital records are now all free to view.
To browse the archives please visit – www.
denbydalekirkburtonarchives.co.uk
The Parish Council are continuing to develop the
website as an important local heritage resource.
They are also working with local groups to
encourage them to use the archives.
Total funding - £5500

F

arnley Mill was constructed around 1793 as a
scribbling and carding mill, and until the midnineteenth century it manufactured woollen yarn to
supply the local hand-loom weaving industry.

The independent gas works at Farnley Mill was
established in the 1860s and also supplied Farnley
Tyas village until 1884, when the village supply was
taken over by the Kirkburton Gas Light Company.
16
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Ecclesfield
Interpretation
Project

I

n September 2011, the Industrial Heritage Support Programme
funded an industrial heritage interpretation project by the
Ecclesfield Conservation Group (since renamed the Ecclesfield
Conservation and Local History Group). The group worked with local
historians Melvyn and Joan Jones to research the industrial heritage of
Ecclesfield and produce a new interpretation board and accompanying
leaflet. Together these tell the story of the local industries that once
employed many people in the village, including nail making, file cutting
and gimlet, auger and brace bit making.
Similar to other industrial villages in the East Peak (including
Hoylandswaine and Grenoside), Ecclesfield once had a large number
of small-scale workshops that were used by craftsmen working in the
light metals trades. Nail making was documented in Ecclesfield as
early as 1506 and continued to flourish until the end of the eighteenth
century. During the
nineteenth century
Ecclesfield became a
centre for file-cutting,
a trade that continued
in the village until the
Second World War.
The research for
the project included
contributions from
local residents who
donated memories and
photographs. The finished board was unveiled at Ladycroft Meadow
(St. Mary’s Lane), in a public ceremony on March 24th 2012. This was
followed by a celebration and industrial history exhibition in St. Mary’s
Church, with refreshments provided by John Fairest Funeral Homes.

A

number of important
industrialists are
buried in Ecclesfield,
including Parkin Jeffcock,
a mining engineer who
lost his life rescuing
injured miners in the
Oaks Colliery disaster in
Barnsley in 1866.

Sir John Fowler, a railway
engineer who co-designed
and built the Forth Railway
Bridge, was also born in
the parish of Ecclesfield
and there is a memorial
to his brother Henry in St.
Mary’s Church.
18

Funding – £1794

A

fter the success of their first board, the Ecclesfield
Conservation and Local History Group were given
a second grant to create two additional boards with
accompanying leaflets about the working past of the village.
These were written by Melvyn and Joan Jones, with contributions
from local people and businesses and were unveiled in a public
ceremony on the 1st of December 2012. The event included a
local history display and buffet in St. Mary’s Church, Ecclesfield,
provided by Eric Eyre Funeral Services.

Ecclesfield’s
Working Past
and
Digitisation
Project

During the project a number of important historic documents
were discovered, which give a fascinating insight into some of
the village’s former industries. These included ledgers from the
last gimlet and auger maker in the village, donated to the group
by members of the Ridge family, and the diary of Mr John Lee
documenting his work at Newton Chambers’ Thorncliffe and
Chapeltown Iron Works (1882-1905). The programme provided
additional funding for the Ridge ledgers and a number of historic
photographs from the Chapeltown and High Green archive, to be
digitised and these have now been uploaded to the Ecclesfield
Conservation and History group’s website - www.conservation.
ecclesfieldgroups.com.
Downloadable versions of all three Ecclesfield’s Working Past
leaflets are available from the Industrial Heritage Support
Programme downloads page (www.industrial-heritage.epip.org.
uk/news-and-events/downloads.php).
All three boards and accompanying leaflets were designed and
produced by PB Graphics (Ecclesfield).
Funding - £4786

S

ince the end of the
project the Ecclesfield
Conservation and History
group have continued
to welcome loans of old
photographs and other
historical materials to be
scanned and added to their
website, and are always
looking for more volunteers
to help with this work. The
group are also working
with Ecclesfield Parish
Council, who are hoping to
bring together a number of
different archive projects
across the wider parish.
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Westwood
Colliery
Memorial

“How brave
are the colliers
beneath the the
ground”

I

n March 2012, the programme helped to support a community
project in High Green commemorating the 150th anniversary of
a mining accident at the former Westwood Colliery. The project
was delivered by a coalition of community groups from the local area,
including the Six Jolly Miners sword team, High Green History Group,
High Green in Bloom, High Green Miners’ Welfare and High Green
Primary School, with support from the Sheffield City Council Northern
Assembly and Ecclesfield Parish Council.
The end of the project was marked by the Six Jolly Miners Memorial
event on 24th March 2012 at the High Green Miners’ Welfare Hall.
The event included re-enactments by High Green Primary school and
High Hopes Community Group drama club, performances by the Six
Jolly Miners and Maltby Phoenix Sword traditional sword dancing
teams and an industrial history exhibition by High Green History
group. The day culminated in the unveiling of a commemorative
plaque which recalls the names of the men and boys who died in
the accident as well as a tribute to all those from the area who died
working in local mines.
A floral tribute was created by the High Green in Bloom group outside
the Miners’ Welfare Hall including six roses, one for each miner
who lost their life. The final rose was planted by the Lord Mayor of
Sheffield, Sylvia Dunkley.
The Industrial Heritage Support Programme provided funding for the
memorial plaque, the planter and a commemorative booklet of the
event, which was designed by Ashley Powell.
Funding - £876.00

T

he Westwood Colliery
was owned by
Newton and Chambers
and opened in the 1850s.
On April 4th 1862 one of
the underground tunnels
collapsed releasing a
pocket of hydrogen gas.
The miners were working
by candle light and the gas
caused a huge explosion.
Eight men and boys were
badly burned and six later
died of their injuries. . Of
the miners who died three
boys were 17 years old,
and one just 15.
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I

n April 2012, the programme funded a project by Westwood
Training, based at Paces Campus in High Green. The project
was developed and managed by project worker and local
historian Neil Morris, with support from the Coterie Gallery.

Izal Interests

Ten ‘discover and learn’ Industrial Heritage themed art workshops
were delivered over five days in July and August 2012, for children
of different ages. These workshops were aimed at helping local
children to understand and explore the industrial heritage of their
local area, in particular the history of Newton Chambers, who built
the vast Thorncliffe Iron Works (now mostly demolished) which
formerly occupied the site next to the
Campus.
Newton Chambers are mentioned in a
The Newton Chambers Company
local version of the song ‘Six Jolly Miners’.
was established in the 1790s
“Come on, you jolly colliers, and put your jackets on,
when George Newton and Thomas
We work for Newton Chambers and he’s a gentleman.
Chamber signed a lease to mine
Chambers’ in his chariot, Newton’s in his gig,
coal and iron stone in the Thorncliffe
Hairs on a donkey’s back and bristles on a pig.”
Valley. During the later nineteenth
century, along with their iron and coke
(source – Yorkshire Garland, www.yorkshirefolksong.net)
production, the company also started
manufacturing chemicals and, in the
1890s, they developed Izal disinfectant which quickly became a
household name and possibly their most famous product.
The project was extremely successful with over 140 participants
involved in the workshops. The end of the project was marked by a
month-long public exhibition at the Coterie Gallery, which included
displays of historic photographs and objects (including some on
loan from Kelham Island Industrial Museum in Sheffield) and
displays of the children’s art work.
Funding - £3170
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Industrial Folk
Arts Projects

D

uring the spring term of 2012, the East Peak Industrial
Heritage Programme funded a schools-based Industrial Folk
project, run in collaboration with the Yorkshire Garland group.

Folk traditions are an important part of local industrial heritage. Local
songs and poems can tell us about important industrial events and the
daily working conditions associated with local industries. In the East
Peak, long sword and clog dancing were also an important part of life
in many mining and textile villages. The Industrial Folk Arts Project set
out to celebrate these traditions, as well as creating new songs, plays
and dances to tell the industrial stories of the East Peak.
The first project worked with primary schools in Hoylandswaine,
Oughtibridge and Skelmanthorpe. Tutors Robin Garside, Bryony
Griffith and John Hislop helped the children to explore what life would
have been like for families involved in local domestic industries,
including nail making, ganister mining, cutlery making and handloom weaving. These industries often involved members of the whole
family, including the children. The groups visited local heritage sites,
including the Hoylandswaine Nail Forge and the Skelmanthorpe
Textile Heritage Museum. In Hoylandswaine, the group also visited
local blacksmith Nigel Tyas
to see nails being made in
the local way, using only
twelve taps. The children
learnt about the traditions and
songs relating to the different
industries and then wrote a
series of new songs, plays
and dances.
All three groups came together for a joint public performance at
Shepley Spring Festival on the 27th of May 2012.
The final performance was well attended. Recordings from the
Shepley performances are now available from the Yorkshire Garland
website, www.yorkshirefolksong.net.
Funding - £2862

‘Hoylandswaine nailers go rat a tat tat,
On thin watter porridge and not much o’ that!’
Local tradition says that the nail makers in
Hoylandswaine made their nails using only
twelve taps of the hammer.
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Each tap had a specific purpose – it was a
very efficient process, which was important
as how much you got paid depended on how
many nails you made.

F

ollowing the success of the first project,
a second Industrial Folk Arts Project was
funded in 2012-13. Tutors Bryony Griffith,
John Hislop, Julie Powell and John Bowden worked
with pupils from primary schools in Flockton, Upper
Denby and High Green, to explore the stories and
traditions associated with coal mining and transport,
including pack horse routes, turnpike roads and the
later steam railways.

High Green who survived the Westwood Colliery
Accident, and was interviewed by the Royal
Commission. The children also looked at local
songs and folk traditions and created a series of
new songs, plays and dances based on the stories
of local industry.

The children again visited local heriage sites,
including the National Coal Mining Museum and
looked at historical events and characters involved
in the industrial stories of their local areas.

The groups came together for a joint public
performance at Shepley Spring Festival on the 19th
of May 2013. The event also included performances
from the High Green Long Sword team and school
brass band. An article about the project was
published in Stirrings, the regional folk magazine for
South Yorkshire.

These included John Harrop, a documented
packhorse man who described the roads around
Silkstone as ‘summat scandalous’ in the eighteenth
century, and Patrick Kilbride, a child miner from

An illustrated programme produced for the Shepley
performance is available to download from our
website, www.industrial-heritage.epip.org.uk. It was
designed by Ashley Powell.

Funding - £3450

T

raditional Sword Dancing

has close links with mining

traditions. Longsword is the older

form, generally associated with the
mining villages of the Yorkshire
coal fields and the dancers use

long, rigid metal or wooden swords.

Rapper is thought to have originated

in the mining villages of Durham and
Northumberland and the dancers
use short, flexible steel swords.
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Tin Mill Survey

I

n Spring 2013, the Industrial Heritage Support Programme
funded an archaeological desk-based assessment and walkover survey at the site of the former Wortley Tin Mill on the
River Don on behalf of Hunshelf Parish Council. The work was
carried out with the permission of the Wharncliffe Estates, who
own and manage the site and surrounding woodland.

The survey was carried out by Wessex Archaeology who worked
with local volunteers to map and interpret the visible remains of the
former rolling mill complex.
The Tin Mill was probably established in 1743 on the site of an
earlier bloomery and slitting mill. The mill was part of the Wortley
Forges complex and produced tin plate until the late 18th century,
when it was adapted for rolling iron bars and plates. By the end
of the 19th century the site had fallen into disuse and the majority
of the works buildings were demolished during the early twentieth
century, although some of the cottages survived until the 1970s.
The survey produced a plan of the site, identifying areas of former
industrial activity and raising a number of research questions for
future projects. A copy of the report has been deposited with the
South Yorkshire Archaeology Service and is available to view in
the South Yorkshire Sites and Monuments Record.
Please note that the site is on private land and there is currently
no public access.
Funding - £4572

T

he Wortley Tin Mill site
is a rare example of an
early tin plate manufactory,
particularly outside of Wales,
and is possibly the most
northerly 18th century tinning
site known in England.

The process of tinning was
first carried out in the UK in
the 1720s, when a small tin
plate works was set up in
Pontypool by John Hanbury.
It is likely that the tinning
process was imported into the
East Peak by John Cockshutt,
whose son later worked as a
manager for the Hanbury’s in
Pontypool.
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I

n Spring 2013, the Industrial Heritage Support Programme
funded an archaeological walk-over survey in Cawthorne
Park Woods. This survey was carried out in collaboration
with the Woodland Outreach and Learning Foundation (WOLF)
who are working with the landowner and other partners,
including Heeley City Farm, to develop community activities in
and around the woodland.

Cawthorne
Woods
Survey

The survey was carried out by
ArcHeritage and Trent and Peak
Archaeology and mapped a
number of areas of the woodland
which include bell pits, water
management systems and former
spoil heaps.
The survey concluded that the
woodland is likely to include the
site of Cawthorne Park Smithies,
a water-powered bloomery dating
from at least 1608, and possibly
much earlier.
Iron working was being carried out
in Cawthorne during the medieval
period and there are a series of early iron-working sites across
the region, including known bloomery sites near Kirkburton and
at Rockley. A copy of the report has been deposited with the
South Yorkshire Archaeology Service and is available to view in
the South Yorkshire Sites and Monuments Record.
Following on from the survey, WOLF is now working with the
landowner and other partners to develop a wider communitybased archaeological project to explore the site in more detail.
Please note that Cawthorne Park Woods are private, actively
managed woodlands. There is currently no public access, apart
from by prior arrangement with the landowner.
Funding - £4410

Examples of
bloomery tap slag

B

loomeries were small, charcoal-powered furnaces
used to smelt iron ore in many parts of Britain before
the introduction of blast furnace technology in the 1600s.
It is likely that the charcoal for these furnaces would have
been made in the local woodland (for more information, see
the Industrial Treescapes project).

An inventory for Cawthorne Smithies, from 1608, lists a
bloomery and smithy and various fixtures and fittings, including
a new pair of bellows, water wheels and a variety of tools
including rakes, axes, tongs and hammers.
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Silkstone
Archaeology
Project

F

ollowing on from the successful archaeological survey of the
Silkstone Waggonway, the programme provided additional
funding to the Roggins Local History Group to undertake a
small community archaeology project, to investigate two sites of
particular interest recorded by the survey.
Volunteers from the Roggins group worked with pupils from Silkstone
Primary School and Silkstone Common Junior and Infant School to
excavate two test pits along the waggonway. The work was supervised
by professional archaeologist Dave Weldrake.
The first test pit excavated a former pass by in Silkstone Village and
found that the track bed survives in very good condition, with the
sleeper stones remaining in situ. These were recorded, but were
not excavated. The second test pit uncovered the foundations of a
small building at the junction of the main waggonway and one of the
former branchlines. The volunteers recovered a number of iron nails,
iron bolts and sections of corroded iron rail, which suggests that the
building may have been used as a workshop for making repairs to
one, or both, of the adjacent waggonways.
Other finds included clay pipe and pottery fragments, glass bottle
fragments and animal bones. In the first trench, one of the school
groups also found a ceramic ‘Knurr’ used in the traditional game ‘Knurr
and Spell’.

I

n 2012, the Industrial Heritage Support Programme
funded the creation of a new industrial heritage
interpretation panel for the Grenoside Reading Room.
The project was undertaken by the Grenoside Reading
Room Trust as part of a wider conservation project (chiefly
funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund) to restore the Reading
Room, an important late eighteenth century school building
in Grenoside Village (North Sheffield).
The Reading Room was built as a school between 1789 and
1791 and was partly funded through the profits of industry
in the local area. Many of the early trustees were local
industrialists, including members of the Walker, Ashton
and Tingle families. These families played a significant
role in the development of Grenoside’s important iron and
steel industries and between them, they owned a number of
furnaces and metal working sites in the village.
The panel was written and designed by InHeritage and
included contributions from members of the Grenoside
History Group, Grenoside Conservation Group and the
Grenoside Reading Room Trust.

Grenoside
Interpretation
Board

Portrait of
William Dronfield,
a local clog maker
who led a petition for
the Reading Room
to be created in
the 1890s.

Funding - £2000

A final project report was produced which is available to download
from our website. A copy of the report has also been deposited with
the South Yorkshire Archaeology Service and is available to view in
the South Yorkshire Sites and Monuments Record.
Funding - £851

A

s with other East Peak villages like
Ecclesfield and Hoylandswaine,
Grenoside once had many small workshops
used for tool making. A number of these still
survive, including a row of workshops known
as the ‘Tip Shops’ on Stephen Lane.

William Dronfield in his wood yard c.1891

The village retains many other clues to its industrial past, including street names like ‘Cupola’ (where the Walker
family established their first steel furnace) and ‘Spindle Row’. The local woodlands were also used for industry,
including clog and spindle making.
During the eighteenth century a number of experimental crucible steel furnaces were built in the village and
Grenoside quickly became known for its high quality steel springs, files and other tools. The cellar of one of
these furnaces still survives in fantastic condition at Top Side and has been recently listed by English Heritage
due to its significance.
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Digital
Interpretation
and Modelling
Project

F

ollowing on from the successful survey work at Rockley
and Silkstone, the support programme provided additional
funding for a digital interpretation project. The aim of this
was to showcase the results of both surveys and to promote these
important sites to a wider audience.

The project was run in connection with an additional grant from
the main LEADER programme, which funded a session of
aerial filming across the East Peak, focussing on the Silkstone
Waggonway and other industrial heritage sites. A short film was
then created about the waggonway, using clips from the aerial
footage and filmed interviews with members of the Roggins Local
History Group at points along the route.
At Rockley, the digital scans of the furnace and engine house were
used to create accurate digital reconstructions of the buildings
and surrounding landscape. These reconstructions were then
combined with modern footage of the site to create a short film
about Rockley’s development over time. The film was narrated by
Paul Farr from the South Yorkshire Industrial History Society.
The films were produced by Centre Screen and the digital models
were created by Marcus Abbott of ArcHeritage. Volunteers from the
Roggins Local History Group and the South Yorkshire Industrial
History Society were involved at all stages in the filming process
and attended an editing session in Manchester before the final
films were agreed.

D

uring 2013, the East Peak Industrial Heritage Support
Programme commissioned a digital recording
project, using photogrammetry to model a range of
industrial heritage sites and objects across the area. The aim
of the project was to explore different ways that community
groups can share, present and record industrial heritage sites
in innovative ways, using free or inexpensive technology.

Photogrammetry
Project

The project was run by ArcHeritage and North Light Heritage
(both part of the York Archaeological Trust) who worked
with volunteers from the Roggins Local History Group,
the South Yorkshire Industrial History Society, the South
Yorkshire Trades Historical Trust and the Friends of the
Skelmanthorpe Textile Heritage Centre. The project included
practical workshops, with follow-up technical support over a
period of months.
The volunteers successfully created 3D models of
waggonway stones (from the Silkstone Waggonway), historic
textile artefacts owned by the Skelmanthorpe Textile Heritage
Museum and panoramas of the Textile Museum and the
Hoylandswaine Nail Forge.
Funding - £9940

O

ver recent years photogrammetry technology has been developed to allow three
dimensional models to be constructed from a set of digital photographs. A series of
digital images are taken from different camera locations. The software is then able to build
an accurate 3D model of the subject, which can be used to create an interactive 3D image.
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Industrial
Heritage
Summer
School

I

n July and August 2012, the programme funded an Industrial
Heritage Summer School based in Grenoside. The Summer
School was delivered by the Council for British Archaeology,
in collaboration with the Grenoside Conservation Group and the
Grenoside Local History Society and comprised four half day sessions
with a variety of different tutors and speakers. The workshops provided
advice and support for local groups involved in recording and protecting
local industrial heritage.
Over the four sessions, heritage experts from English Heritage,
Sheffield City Council, the South Yorkshire Archaeology Service and
the Council for British Archaeology, covered a range of conservation
issues including listed building designation, local lists, funding
opportunities and research.
The workshops included visits to local heritage sites, including the
Grenoside Reading Room and the Topside Crucible Furnace. The
Grenoside groups also shared their experiences of developing a
village conservation plan and design statement.
An article about the summer school and the Topside Furnace was
published in Conservation News in August 2012.

T

hroughout the three years, the programme has provided
funding for training for local volunteers in a range of
industrial heritage skills. Much of this training has been
carried out as part of the projects funded through the small grants
scheme (see previous sections). However a number of additional
workshops have also been provided to support the work of the
small grants projects.

Workshops

and other events

A programme of industrial heritage interpretation workshops were
delivered by Dr. Bill Bevan (InHeritage) in different locations across
the East Peak in 2011. These were designed to support groups
who were developing interpretation materials as part of the small
grants scheme, but were open to all local volunteers. Workshops
were held in Ecclesfield, Farnley Tyas and Wortley. Advice sheets
for producing interpretation leaflets and panels were also produced
and these are available from our downloads page. These were
written by Bill Bevan and designed by Stuart Gibbins.
In 2013, an archaeometallurgy workshop on identifying different
sorts of iron working residue (including bloomery and blast
furnace slags), was held at the Bramah Gallery in Silkstone,
aimed at volunteers who are either involved with, or are planning
archaeology projects in the region. The workshop was delivered
by Dr. Rod Mackenzie and included advice on sampling and
excavating iron working sites and background information on
different iron working processes.
The programme has also arranged and supported a number
of networking events for local groups and events and visits
to encourage new groups to explore the industrial heritage of
the East Peak. This has included work with The Institute for
Lifelong Learning at the University of Sheffield and the Workers
Educational Association (WEA) Inclusive Archaeology Education
Project (Digability) - http://digability.wordpress.com.

A

s part of the archaeological survey work at Silkstone and
Rockley, two training workshops were delivered for local
volunteers in archaeological survey techniques.

The first was an introduction to survey techniques, held in
Silkstone Common. The second was an advanced archaeological
survey training day in Penistone, which included an introduction
to photogrammetry and digital scanning techniques. Following
the workshops a number of the volunteers went on to help with
the practical survey work at Silkstone and Rockley.

Archaeology
Training Days

The workshops were delivered by ArcHeritage.
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